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that would seem possible on the basis of intensive study
of an unselected, representative group of retarded children.
In studies of the elimination of children from school,
the main concern has been to determine the percentage '
of those who withdraw at each school grade. Van Den-
burg's l more thorough study of the conditions affecting
elimination in the public high schools of New York City
covers the nationality and occupation of the parents, the
educational and vocational careers of older brothers and
sisters, the economic status of the family, the pupils'
valuation of a high school education and the occupations
in which they hoped to engage. But interesting as this
study is and valuable as is the information it gives regard-
ing the force of certain environmental and home condi-
tions, it takes little account of the influence of one possibly
very important factor, namely, lack of adjustment of
the course of study to the interest and capacity of the
individual student. Van Denburg recognizes this as one
element, though he offers no data on the point. In the
chapter entitled "New Courses and New Types of
Schools", he says, "Among the many conclusions possible
there seems at least one conclusion that we all must draw
from this investigation taken as a whole, namely that an
extremely large percentage of the population enters high
school unwilling or unable to benefit properly by the
instruction which is offered at present. ... To permit
the pupils to drag along in courses for which they have
no aptitude and in which they are visibly receiving little
benefit is equally unjust, particularly to the city which
provides, at so great an expense, costly and capable in-
struction." It is evident that this is equally unjust
to the pupils who are spending their time in schools whose
function avowedly is to educate them. We are in great

1 Van Denburg, J. K., "Causes of Elimination of Students in Public
Secondary Schools of New York City", 1911.